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To  the  Chairman  and.  1 embers  of  the  Billnricay  Urban  District 
Council, 


i .r  • Gh'  1 1 1’v.'i i n , Dudiss  and  Gent lumen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration 
:j  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health  and  Sanitary  circumstances 
of  the  Blllericay  Urban  District  for  the  year  ending;  31st 
December,  1943. 


STATISTICS  .AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
_ OF  THE^AREA . 


Area:  29.217  acres. 

Population:  36,650  (R.G.) 

Number  of  Inhabited“Houses  at  the  end  of  1943  according  to  the 
Rate  §ooks:  12,893, 

Rateable  A/alue  £196,970. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £764. 


POPULATION. 

The  population  of  this  district  for  the  year  1943  is 
given  as  36,-650  by  the  Registrar  General,  this  represents  a fall 
of  just  over  3,000  the  figure  of  1941  and  1942  which  were  given 
as  39,770. 

On  this  figure  as  given  by  the  R.G,  the  vital  statistics 
have  been  worked  out. 

This  population  excludes  the  members  of  the  Armed  Forces, 

On  this  figure  the  death  rate  shews  a rise  of  1.6  - the 
birth  rate  a fall  of  1.3 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

559 

293 

266 

Illegitimate 

30 

14 

16 

Total  Brith  Rate,  Legitimate 

Still  Births. 

and  Illegitimate 

16.07 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  Still  Births 

34.4 

Deaths. 

' 

• 

Total 

M. 

F. 

504 

2S3 

221 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

Puerperal  Sepsis  1 

Other  Puerperal  causes  Nil. 

t)eath  Rate  of  Infants  under 

estimated  population 

1 year  of  age. 

13.7 

1.  All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  44.1. 


2.  Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  48*2 


J.  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
Births 


Nil, 


Deaths  tr<m  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles 

Deathf  from  Whooping  Cough 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 


86  Rate  2.3 
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^M1P?I0US  DISEASE  NOTIFICATIONS  RECORDED  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


INF EC TI OUS  El SE ASE  NOT IFI CATIONS 


EXCLUDING  TUBE  DCULOSI S , 
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Measles 
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h Spinal  Cerebro 
Meningitis 

h Puex .Pyrexia 
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Opthalnia 

Neonatoriura 


TUBERCULOSIS  - NEW  CASES 


Age  Periods,. 

Pulmtnary. 

M.  P. 

Non- 

M. 

-Pulmonary 

P 

Under  1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1-5 

- 

- 

2 

1 

5-15 

- 

3 

4 

5 

15  - 25 

6 

7 

- 

6 

25  - 35 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

35  - 45 

3 

3 

- 

2 

45  - 55 

2 

1 

- 

1 

55  - 65 

1 

- 

- 

65  onwards 

2 



— 

Ig U I 17. 


Total 


DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  AGES  DURING  1943. 

AGE  NO.  OF  DEATHS, 


Under 

1 year 

25 

1 and 

under  2 

5 

2 and 

under  5 

3 

5 and 

under  15 

8 

15  and 

under  25 

13 

25  and 

under  35 

10 

35  and 

under  45 

25 

45  and 

under  55 

41 

55  and 

under  65 

72 

65  and 

under  75 

111 

75  and 

upwards 

191 

Total  deaths 


504 


DIPHTHERIA  IikiUNISATIGN . 


This  has  been  carried  on  actively  during  the  year. 
Propaganda  in  the  form  of  posters  and  newspaper  advertisement 
has  been  very  useful. 

A total  of  858  children  completed  immunisation  during 
the  year.  Of  this  total  412  were  under  5 years  and  446  were  between 

the  ages’ of  5 and  15  years, 

MILK  PRODUCTION , 

The  cowsheds  and  dairies  have  been  visited  and  inspecue^ 
on  frequent  occasions  during  the  year.  The  dairy^ farmer  has  no  an 
easy  time.  His  war  Agriculture  Committee,  which  is  backed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  asks  him  to  produce  more  rrilk.  He  has  naa 
tf  Ahar?e  his^ethods  aAd  material  for.  feeding  the  cows  from  the 
pre-war  days.  Grassland  is  scarce,  no  imported  foods  are  available, 
there  is  little  or  no  by-product  from  the  flour  mill  b . 

much  of  what  was  available  before  is  now  incorporated,  in  thsbwac. 
Ee  is  short  of  labour,  yet  the  milk  production  has  not  only  b.en 
kept  up  to  the  pre-war  level,  but  shows  an  increase*. 


is  very 


Yet  for 
much  less 


all  this  the  milk  available 
than  in  pre-war  days, 


to  the  General  Public 


There  are  a great  many  people,  especially  the  elderly  and 
old,  who  feel  this  lack  of  milk.  Their  diet  normally  consists  of  a 
s-nod  deal  of  milk  food.  On  an  allowance  of  2s  pints  per  weeK  per 
uerson  they  can  have  few  milk  puddings  or  other  form  of  milk  food. 
?he  dried  milk  is  a help  but  that  is  never  in  free  supply -and  good 
as  it  is  when  efficiently  mixed  with  water,  it  is  still  only 
substitute  and  is  not  the  equal  of  fresh  milk. 

Another  class  of  the  population  who  require  more  milk  is 
the  vounc  worker  between  the  ages  of  17  and  21  years:  tney  work  a 
long"  dav°in  offices,  factories  or  on  outdoor  work.  They  have 

*ns?efdfthind,Tfnfh!rSesor^  ’ 

Should  the  nation  encourage  its  youth  to  learn  the  public 
house  life,  with  its  excitements  and  incitements  so  early  in  their 
-i  • -pLo  '~r  Uiv  the  r^freshin0,  cup  of  tea  is  not  so  freely  availabl 
as  ?n  f^mefdays,  because  the  tea  ration  is  a limited  one  and  not 

a large  one. 

I know  that  the  free  and  adequate  supply  of  milk  to  the 

is  SnTS  Sf^Cor.S°  SSs^  should 
have^ priority  of  consideration  when  the  War  situation  eases. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 
TEE  AREA.  


A . Laboratory  facilities. 

These  are  provided  for  at  the  Emergency  Medical  Services 
Laboratory,  situated  in  the  grounds  of  St. Andrew  s Hospital. 


B.  Ambulance  Facilities.. 

An  Ambulance  is  available  at 
take  civilian  cases  to  the  hospital. 


St. Andrew’s  Hospital  to 


An  Ambulance  is  stationed, 
to  collect  infectious  disease  cases 


at  the  Isolation  Hospital 
from  the  Joint  Hospital  Board 


. area  and  take  them  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

In  addition  there  arc  a number  of  Civil  Defence  ambulances 
stationed  m various  parts  of  the  district.  These  which  are 
essentially  for  the  conveyance  of  casualties  resulting  from 
enemy  action  may  be,  and  are,  used  now  for  the  conveyance  of  Civil 
cases  other  chan  Wa r injuries  to  Hospital.  We  have  made  much  use 
of  cnese  ambu ranees  for  this  purpose  during  the  year. 

This  Council  requires  to  give  consideration  now  to  the 
post  war  ambulance  service  of  its  district.  Pre-war  it  owned  no 
ambulances.  The  St, John  s ambulance  division  had  one  stationed 
at  Pitsoa  and  one  at  Laindon;  those  were  staffed  by  volunteers. 

They  did  sp-encad  service  in  conveying  patients  not  only  to  the 
locax  hosp/oal,*  bur  also  to  tho  London,  Southend  and  Chelmsford 
hospitals , Also  they  were  used  to  convey  a patient  from  one 
hospital  '>o  ano-.her,  or  from  a hospital  to  their  home.  War-time 
has  increased  tne  need  for  such  a service,  the  population  has  also 
increase  Trere  will  be  need  for  two  ambulances  to  be  stationed 
witmn  the  area.  These  ambulances  should  be  under  the  control  of 
this  Counce!.  It  will  not  bo  possible  to  depend  on  St.John’s  and 
tho  Rod  Cross  society  Ambulances,  because  theirs  is  a voluntary 
service  and  their  ambulance  personnel  are  only  available  in  their 
oisure  times  It  might  be  possible  to  come  to  an  arrangement  with 
the  locaj.  ot.  onn  s Divisions  for  the  use  of  their  ambulances  if 
lis^orgamsation  is  going  to  continue  to  provide  modern  ambulances 
stationed  \?±  i<hm  tne  district,  but  to  make  this  service  a whole 
time  one,  Wnis  authority  will  have  to  provide  and  pay  a whole  time 
p rsonric_^,,uo  i;ul  be  available  on  call  at  any  hour  of  the  24  hour 
day..  During  tms  war  we  have  had  in  this  district  a very  good 
serv ice  of  _ i rs  i:^  aid  parties,  men  and  women  who  have  been  trained 

ona  u"-So-J  t.  t J-hese  parties  have  staffed  the  Civil  Defence  Ambulance 
and  lirs.  Aid  par r,y  cars;  they  have  proved  how  rapidly  after 
re co i p L.  o,  a call  they  can  turn  out  and  get  to  the  point  they  are 
wan  tea  an,,,  obey  are  fully  equipped  to  give  first  aid  to  all  types 
of  ca.su  ..^ios  or  illness.  The  time  sheets  of  their  calls  out"  have 
snown  a uigauy  commendable  efficiency  and  speed  in  turning  out.  I 
\jo u a •1'rno-  ^hjo  Council  that  it  has  in  this  district  a flying 

squad  ox  'Grained  men  and  women  first  aiders  always  available  on  duty 
to  turn  cui.  no  any  call  for  ambulance  service  in  this  area.  I es- 


timate that 


;n  cr 


*f*  ■»» 


weive  mc’uDcrs  would  be  required  in  this  flying 
squad  - as j they  would  not  be  always  required  to  staff  ambulances. 

I wouu.1  a ccl  ,o  choir  duties  assistance  at  Diphtheria  Immunisation 
linics  ana  infant  ■/ oifare  Clinics,  if  this  service  is  transferred 
1°  i-'U  chor:.  ty  from  the  County  Council  after  the  War,  and  I 

tnm.c  it  should.be  transferred;  also  the  duties  of  disinfection 
and  cliSin.. cs taticn  of  houses  now  done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

I could  -cu.p  m t-he  organisation  of  the  home  help  service,  and 
could  do  (.-no  work  of  Health  Visitors  and  Home  Visitors  who  would 
investigate  cases  where  help  is  required  in  the  home. 

. x ’aavo  suggested  above,  there  are  two  schemes  possible 
or  providing  an  ambulance  service-,  (.1)  That  this  Council  purchase 
ana  maintain  suen  a service  under  its  own  authority  or  (2)  that  it 
come  to  an  arrangement  with  the  St.John  Divion  or  Red  Cross  Detach- 
m-jnu  to  provide  , the  ambulances®  This  Council  to  be  respon- 
sible for  staffing  them  on  a 24  hour  basis. 


C.  Nursing  in  tho  Home. 


Tne  re  is.no  change  in  this  from  previous  years.  A 
question  //hicn  merits  the  serious  consideration  of  this  authority 
in  its  pest  war  policy,  is  the  establishment  of  a Home  Help 
s^ryico.  Such  persons  are  required  to  go  and  live  in  the  homo 
during  emergency,  caused  by  illness,  accident 
should  bo  women  trained  in  domes 


both  for  an 
and  children 


cic  science, 


or  maternity.  They 
able  to  cook  well 


ordinary  and  invalid  diet,  able  to  manage  the  homo 


wnen  the  mother  is  laid 


up.  This  service  would 


require  to  be  on  a salaried  basis,  and  these  women  available  on 
call  by  an  application  to  the  local  authority  on  the  certificate 
of  a doctor.  They  would  be  required  to  nurse  in  homes  where 
infectious  disease  is,  as  well  as  non-inf ectious  disease,  A good 
first  aid  and  home  nursing  training,  such  as  is  given  under  the 
British  Red  Gross  Society  and  St.John's  should  be  adequate  for  these 
Home . Helpers ; they  could  help  in  the  investigation  of  home 
conditions  as  required.  Many  elderly  people  would  benefit  from 
their  administrations,  not  necessarily  in  such  cases  would  they 
require  to  live  in,  but  a daily  visit  to  the  elderly,  partial  or 
complete  invalid,  is  a real  necessity  in  this  area.  The 
District  Nurses  do  all  they  can,  but  their  chief  job  is  midwifery 
work  and  this  limits  the  time  they  have  for  other  types  of  case', 
and  it  also  limits  the  type  of  case  they  can  undertake.  In  my 
opinion  it  would  be  of  advantage  if  the  Health  Visitor  service  is 
a local  authority  service  rather  than  a County  Council  one. 

I put  forward  these  suggestions  for  the  Council’s 
consideration.  I have  stated  only  the  general  principles  here. 


D . Treatment  Centres.  Welfare  and  School  Clinics. 

These  are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council. 


E * Hospitals . 

St. Andrew’s  Hospital,  owned  by  the  County  Council,  and 
the  Emergency  Medical  Services  Hospital  attached  to  it,  have  been 
in  active  use  all  through  the  year. 

The  Infectious  disease  Hospital  at  Gooseberry  Green 
has  also  been  fully  employed  throughout  the  year  - it  takes  cases 
from  this  Authority’s  area  and  also  from  a number  of  the  districts 
of  South  East  Essex, 

Like  most  Hospitals,  it  has  had  its  difficulties  owing 
to  being  unable  to  obtain  a sufficient  domestic  staff. 


THE  PREVALENCE  OP  AND  CONTROL  OP  INFECTIOUS 
. DISEASE. 


The  health  of  the  district  has  remained  good  during 
the  year.  There  was  an  epidemic  of  measles  during  the  year,  not 
so  extensive  as  in  1942  and  not  of  a very  serious  type.  301  cases 
were  notified  but  that  is  not  the  real  total  as  many  cases  are 
not  notified,  as  in  many  cases  a doctor  is  not  called  in  - it  is 
considered  by  m .ny  people  to  be  a minor  children’s  disease,  tot 
its  consequences  and  sequelae  may  be  of  a very  serious  nature. 


The  Notification  of  Diphtheria  shewed  an  increasing  lessening. 
The  total  notifications  for  theVear  were  eleven. 


Scabies . 

Cases  continue  to  occur,  but  in  smaller  numbers. 

Many  of  the  self-evacuated  people  had  returned  t* 
their  former  district  in  1943  as  enemy  action  by  bombing  dimin- 
ished very  greatly. 


Housing. 

There  is  still  a lot  of  overcrowding  in  houses  all 
over  the  district  caused  by  people  wh«  evacuated  themselves 


from  London  during  the  1i940-1 9411  bombing  raids.  These  people  came 
down  to  relatives-  and  friends  living  in  the  district,  and  have  there 
remained,  causing  overcrowding  in  many  homes.  Some  of  these  families 
will  return  to  the  districts  from  which  they  came.  Many  of  them  will 
remain  in  this  district  and  will  require  to  be  housed,  in  the  posit,  war 
period.  Many  of  these  are  young  people  who  having  married  during  the 
War  years  have  no  home  of  their  own,  many  of  these  have  now  added 
children  to  their  number  and  the  need  for  houses  grows  greater  every 
year. 


This  Council  has  given  much  time  and  consideration,  to  its 
post-war  housing.  Sites  have  been  sought  for  on  which  to  build  houses, 
Plans  have  been  worked  ofct  mi  considered  for  the  erection  of  Houses 
in  groups  larger  or  smaller.  The  type  of  house  to  be  erected  merits 
serious  thought.  Certain  general  conditions  are  essential.  (1)  the 
Rent  »ust  be  an  economic  one,  but  one  well  within  the  reach  of  the 
working  man. 

2*  The  house  must  be  well  built  and  weather  proof*  •• 

3.  It  must  have  the  rsodarr  amenities  of  an  adequate  ana  good. 

v/ater  supply  and  modern  sewerage.  Light  from  Electricity  or  das. 
Adequate  heating  and  cooking  facilities.  Good  and  efficient 
storage  for  Pood,  Coal,  Household  Utensils  and  Clothes. 

4*  The  House  requires  to  be  sited  so  that  it  gets  the  maximum  pf 
sunshine  in  its  principle  living  and  sleeping  rooms. 

Open  spaces  in  proximity  uro  the  houses  with  playgrounds 'fofiL 
the  children.  \ 

6.  ochool  and  religious  facilities  should  be  available  near  vj> 

T»  Community  Social  Halxa,  Cinemas  and  playing  grounds  must  be 

included  in  the  planning  of  the  sites* 

6.  The  houses  should  not  be  of  a uniform  type  and  appearance  and 
should  conform  to  the  amenitries  of  the  area  in  which  they  are 

built. 

9.  The  problem  of  old  people  who  live  alone, singly , or  in  couples 
has  to  be  considered.  Many  of  such  people  are  no  longer  able 
te  manage  a home  of  their  own.  The  provision  of  Hostels  for  such 
people,  merits  consideration. 


These  ure  a few  of  the  problems  to  be  considered. 

Once  again  1 tender  my  grateful  thanks  to  tne  members  of 
units  Council  for  their  help  and  much  thanks  to  my  fellow  officers  on 
. i®  Council  s Staff  whose  friendly,  loyal,  and  helpful  co-operation 
is  much  appreciated  by  me. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 
Dwelling  houses  with  respect  to  defects  • — 

Under  Puhlic  Health  Acts 
under  Housing  Acts 

Dwelling  houses  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

premises  with  respect  to  Vermin 

Factories 


289 
657 
107 
1;  65- 


Slaughter  houses,  Meat  and  Other  Food  Shops  & Stalls 


20 

836 


Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

Watercourses , flitches-  and  other  nuisance  inspections 

Houses  visited  with  respect  t«  water  supply  and  water 

shortage 

Dwelling  houses  with  respect  t.  Infectious  Disease 
Shops  (Shops  inspected}. 

Premises  with  respect  to  sewer  connection 
Pood  and  Drugs  Act  1 938. 

Essex  County  Council  Act  1933,  (tents,  vans  & Sheds). 
Essex  County  Council  Act  1933.  (special  Treatment) 
Visits  with  respect  to  Pood  Decontamination  Service 
Visits  with  respect  to  Parish  Invasion  C^nmittr os 
visits  with  respect  to  Emergency  Mortuary  Service, 
visits;  with  respect  to  Social  Welf.  ro  Huts 
-..its  with  respect  to  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1933 
Visits  with  respect  to  Requisitioned  Property 
Visits  to  proposed  Post-War  Housing  Sites 
visits  ty  British  Restaurants' 


320 

35 

175 

136 

12 

26 

12 

3 

1 

2 1 

1i 

1 13 
44 
2 
50 

4 

3 


v _l s 1 1 s to  pr  enifs  e s M*  0*  K, 
R houses  and  inspection 


Circular  2845  ( applications 

of  property  to  be  requisitioned). 
. 88 


301' 9. 


-TER 


SUPPLY. 

Turing  the  year 


connected  +n  tv,  Sult  the  dry  weather  many  premises  were 

financial  burden  fTSararte^8  rell-ing  this  Council  of  a 

Company,  payable  to  the  Southend1  Waterworks 


appli0atioM“fre°recllveaUbytthercXMl  2Ummer  months  381 

whose  water  supply  is  from  rain  water  weL^rtalrtrtance^nf ' 368 
J*  gallons  of  water  were  delivered  chief] v h-rr  e-ntr  +4 
lorry*  Where  the  roads  were  not  tiP(r.y  ovi  v n t"'nk  on  the  Council 
requester.5!!  to  assist  a^d Tons?  r>  ti  t ^ Y 1?rry  the  N- P-  S.  were 
for  whi ch  the  Council  were  grateful. h6lP  WaS  glVGn  by  this  orBanisatic 

-if  the  + 37  standPipes  erected'  in  various  parts 

or o nor t ion  nf 6 ^ese  have  supplied  the  needs  of  quite  a larse 

us  been  caused  toPfhU  unfortunately  in  some  instances  damage 

n CaU8ed  t0  the  standpipes  by  irresponsible  persons. 

•’st-ict  andG?t  if  h!  needi%p  extensions  of  mains  in  the 

assTsiance  fnnr^  Jv  nP  that  the  Council  will  obtain  financial 
Vrt-4-;  aua/ln  nthe  Government  under  the  proposed  legislation,  to  assist 
- a-  eas^  in  promoting'  water  schemes* 


During  the  year  11  samples  of  water  wp^p  * 

ssSM'tgrts"  «Tf-^  ^ 

i toques  uing  trist  the  wells  bo  reDai  wri  nY>  ni  ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ “ 

In  two  oases  the  premises  were  connected  to  the  w^te/mairu  Ulr9d’ 

BYa^Dio?o-RLST5STI0WS  A-gE-lgfe. 
employment  up  yqungpersons  Arms. 

some  eases^Ku^hat  Ihfprovfslonfof ^he^L^ts3^  “b  • 
the rdoiinquen ts ncomply°wi thS  the Megu la tions ! effGOt 

svitncei-  al®r*l^koutSregulationsf ’raUcning^f nfoodd  etc"  G1Vl1 
systematic  visits  to  shops  have  not  been  carhed  ouu’ 

SMOKE  ABATDMTTN'T  . 

are  no  large  ^ctoheTin  tto^rf  °e?STy  duTing  the  year*  ®»re 
titles  as  to  cause  a nuisance.  ”aiCh  °mlt  Smke  in  such  ^aa~ 

S'.TIi.II UNG  BaTJIS  AND  POOLS. 


the  year,  ^hirbelng^wnelVl'to"^?!13001  ino°?erati0n  during 
water  is  supplied  b?  n!f  !fi ™ Billericay  Swimming  Club.  The 

is  chlorinated  as  often  as  necessary  to^ns™  cSan  s'upplyf F 


ERADICATION  OP  RP~n  RTTa 

from  occupioUllnfftnreSI'oRSnrCTh1  0011!Plaints  have  been  received 

rooms.  Under  , the  provision  of  tL^rill^alK?^^  1? 

but  SSthoe|bS^eymatorials°CUfla?tb  t0  rld  th°  h°USGS  vorrala 
also  the  absence  of  the  mlLan  Pbour  are  difficult  to  obtain, 
difficult  for  ?L  „ th0  raale  ®ct»bers  of  the  fam  ly  makes  it 

Under  the  circums tanooaatho  r°  °alTy  °Ut  the  work  of  disinfestati, 
(Lothano)  and  loan  of  MiG  °°  5PlX  aaslst  by  Providing  vermicide 

appears  to  bo  on  the  decrease  MM* chief l ln°ldcnoe  °f  infestation 
No  complaints  were  reroivpf^i  chiefly  to  prompt  measures  tain 
being  infested!  rGCGlved  the  year  of  any  Council  Houses 


VERMIN  INCLUDING-  SGARmq. 

fleas.  InM  vcry°caso  tho°-.™P?rt0d  °f  Promisos  tested  with 
free  and  instructions  =-ivon  tS  walh'bod/181*0^  vormlcide  suppli< 
treated  with  powder  manufactured  MddWS?  mattresses  etc.  boin{ 
LB  and  Lothano.  school  S i™  f Hlnistry  of  Pood  formula 
wore  treated  by  the  Essex  CoSiy  ffilgC»5.' verrainous  Pre“^ 

reported  during  the  year  ^ ^°crcasG  in  the  number  of  such  cases 
Hirst  Aid  Posts  t Cases  of  Scabies  are  treated  at  the 

Post  at  Pitsca  on  tho  excollont  tll0.staff  of  the  First  Aid 

year.  256  cases  of  Scabies  Sere  t^C?r?led- ° Ut  thcr°  durinB  th© 

oeaDies  were  treated  which  involved  974 


baths.  Close  contact  is  maintained  between  the  Public  Hs.fr.  Ti tPr 
Department  and  the  treatment  centres  and  when  the  patients, 
have  been  finally  cleared  of  the'  disease  the  bedding  is  collect- 
ed and  disinfected  by  steam  at  the  Isolation  Hospital.  There  have 
been  some  instances  whereby  persons  have  been  conscious  of  the 
possible  publicity  caused  by  their  appearance  at  the  cleansing 
stations  in  such  cases  special  times  for  cleansing  were  arranged* 


RATS  AND  LUCE  DESTRUCTION. 

Several  cases  of  minor  infestations  came  to  light 
during  the  year  visits  were  made  and  advice  given.  Both  the  Council 
Sanitary  Inspectors  have  attended  Rat  Destruction  courses  convened 
by. the  Ministry  of  Pood  Infestation  Control  and  the  knowledge 
gained  has  been  very  valuable.  The  method  of  pre-baiting.  was 
chiefly  used  and  excellent  results  obtained.  The  destruction  of 
rats  at  the  Council’s  Sewage  works  and  refuse  dumps  was  carried 
out  by  contract  by  the  Pest  Department  of  the  Essex  War 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  Council*  It  is 
too  early  yet  to  assess  the  value  of  the  work  done  but  a survey 
carried  out  after  the  first  poison  baitin';  showed  promise  of  pood 
ultimate  results. 


HOUSING. 


The  systematic  housinp  inspection  of  the  district  has 
not  been  ^possible  owinp  to  the  pressure  of  work  on  the  Public 
Health  Department.  Durinp  the  year  657  houses  were  inspected  for 
defects  and  preliminary  notices  were  served  where  necessary.  As 
a result  of  this  informal  action  1 53  premises  had  been  made  fit. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  the  difficulty  of  pettinp  repairs 
completed  is  disturbing  this  is  chiefly  due  to  shortage  of  labour 
and  materials  also  the  time  taken  to  obtain  permits  for  materials, 
often  months  elapse  between  the  time  of  the  service  of  the 
preliminary  notice  and  the  completion  of  repairs* 

The  repair  of  houses  damaged  by  enemy  action  has  made 
numerous  calls  on  the  services  of  Builders  to  the  detriment  of  the 
repair  of  houses  falling  into  disrepair  through  age. 


OVERCROWDING. 

The  overcrowding  problem  in  the  area  is  very  acute 
this  being  chiefly  due  oo  the  arrival  of  evacuees  from  bombed 
areas.  Until  sufficient  houses  are  erected  or  bombing  ceases 
and  evacuees  return  home  I am  afraid  the  problem  will  continue. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936.  NUISANCES. 

During  the  year  289  premises  "/ere  visited  with  respect 
to  nuisances.  In  most  cases  the  nuisances  were  caused  by  over- 
flowing; cesspools?*  incorrect  methods  of  disposing  of  night  soil, 
sink  waste  water  and  house  refuse.  As  soon  as  hostilities  cease 
it  is  hoped  that  the  Council  will  proceed  with  sewerage  schemes 
which  of  course  will  have  the  effect  of  reducing  the  number  of 
nuisances.  In  most  cases  the  service  of  informal  notices  have  been 
sufficient  to  secure  the  abatement  of  the  nuisances. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  POOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  retailers  and 
producers  registered  with  this  Council  were  as  follows 


Retail  Purveyors 
Producers 


33 

109 

142 


r 


The  number  of  producers  has  increased  by  2 over  that  of 
the  previous  year* 

During  the  year  32Q  visits  have  been  made  to  cowsheds  and 
dairies,  this  being  an  increase  of  67  over  the  previous  year. 

Notices  were  served  on  producers  where  it  was  found  that  the 
requirements  of  *the  Milk  and  Dairies-  Order  1926  were  being  infringed. 
Most  of  the  notices  served  were  in  connection  with  cleansing  of 
equipment.  With  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  \pressing  f6r  increased 
production  in  milk  and  crops,  the  pressure  of  this  Authority  in  clean 
milk  production  and  extra  work  thrown  qjn  the  farmers  in  connection 
with  feeding  stuffs  etc  the  farmer  has  been  hard  put  to  but  on  the 
wholo  cowsheds  and  dairies  are  kept  in  a reasonably  clean  condition. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  passing  of  the  -proposed  new  legislation  will 
standardise  the  methods  to  be  employed  in  milking  and  construction 
of  cowsheds  so  as  to  obtain  an  improvement  in  the  quality  and 
cleanliness  of  milk  produced. 

The  service  of  notices  on  delinquents  has  generally  had 
the  desired  effect  in  keeping  the  equipment  up  to  the  standard  of 
cleanliness  required. 


During  the  year  36  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  methylene 
Blue  test  and  Bacteriological  examination  this  is  an  increase  of  26 
on  the  previous  year. 


20  samples  satisfactory, 

16  samples  unsatisfactory. 


In  the  cases 
were  made  and  in  most 
equi  percent. 


of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  investigations 
cases?  the  bad  samples  were  due  to  dirty 


The  trahsport  difficulties  prevailing  makes  it  difficult 
to  take  samples  of  milk  as  a matter  of  routine.  All  samples  have  to  be 
transported  by  Bus  to  the  Essex  Institute  of  Agriculture  at  Writtle 
and  often  the  Cbnductresses  are  reluctant  to  take  the  box  containing 
the  samples,  and  the  transfer  to  another  Bus  at  Chelmsford  often  results 
in  delay.  Unfortunately  petrol  re£Trict|Lons  and  the  .lack  of  time  does 
not  permit  th£  samples  being  taken  by  rbad  by  the  staff  of  the  Public 
Health  Department. 


Improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  several  cowsheds  and 
dairies  particularly  where  the  producers  have  made  applications  to 
produce  designated  milks. 


MEAT  .AID  FOODS. 


During  the  year  836  visits  have  been  made  to  Meat  and  F#od 
shops  and  stalls  this  being  an  increase  on  the  previous  year.  No 
proceedings  have  been  taken  during  the  year  for  offences  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Quite  a few  visits  have  been  made  to  premises  where 
emergency  food  stocks  are  stored  these  visits  being  at  the  request 
of  the  'Ministry  of  Food.  The  closest  contact  is  still  being  main- 
tained between  this'  Authority  and  the  Ministry  of  Food. 


During  the  year  the  following  foods  have  been 

condemned. 


Fresh  Foods. 

cwt . 

qrs. 

lbs# 

ozs  . 

Bacon 

2 

14 

6i 

Cheese 

3 

13 

5 

Vegetables 

18 

0 

0 

0 

He  a t 

9 

3 

16 

0 

Fish 

10 

1 

7 

0 

Butter 

18 

10 

Margarine 

8 

Syrup 

2 

0 

Cereals 

1 

1 

8 

Oranges 

• 

15 

3 

Tinned  Foods. 

cwt. 

qrs . 

lbs . 

OSS  ♦ 

tins 

Meat 

6 

2 

19 

4 

Fish  Salmon 

1 

5 

0 

Various  classes 

of  fish 

280 

T ’egetables 

2 

17 

8 

Fruit 

31 

0 

Food  Products 

1 

6 

Jam 

4 

0 

Milk 

1 

1 

7 

0 

CLOSET  AC COMMODATI ON . 

During  the  year  9 dwelling  houses  were  completed,  of 
these  3 were  provided  with  water  closets  and  6 to  conservancy 
systems.  During  the  same  period  30  conversions  from  conservancy 
systems  to  water  closets  were  made. 


REQUISITIONED  PREMISES . 

In  addition  to  the  supervision  of  repairs  to  private 
dwelling  houses  the  supervision  of  repairs  to  property  requisitioned 
for  homeless  and  inadequately  housed  persons  has  been  carried  out 
by  the  Public  Health  Department.  Beofre  any  house  is  requisitioned 
the  premises  are  inspected  for  condition  and  the  Council  advised 
as  to  the  suitability  or  otherwise.  Applications  for  houses  by 
persons  homeless  or  inadequately  houses  are  increasing  and  in 
order  that  the  Council  may  be  guided  in  their  selection  of  tenants 
in  order  of  priority,  visits  are  made  (excepting  applicants 
outside  the  district)  to  applicants  to  check  up  the  conditions 
under  which  they  are  living, 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  DOUGLAS  WELLS 


